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expeditions to Spain, and as commander of the English
army in France, though he does not seem to have had
any real military talent. But Elizabeth's regard for
him was soon shaken by his presumptuous and unruly
behaviour. When he fought a duel with Sir Charles
Blount because she had conferred some favour on the
latter, she swore " by God's death it were fitting some
one should take him down and teach him better
manners, or there were no rule with him/1 He
displeased her by his quarrels with Cecil and Effing-
ham, and his discontented grumbling. She was highly
dissatisfied with his management of the Azores ex-
pedition in 1597. In July 1598, at a meeting of the
Council, she was provoked by his insolence to strike
him; and though after three months he obtained his
pardon, he never regained her favour.

It was at this time that Burghley died (August 4),
in his seventy-eighth year. Elizabeth, though she
could call him "a fro ward old fool" about a trifling
matter (March 1596), could not but feel that much
was changed when she lost the able and faithful
servant who had worked with her for forty years.
" She seemeth to take it very grievously, shedding
of tears and separating herself from all company."
Buckhurst was the new Treasurer.

Essex had for some time cast his eyes on Ireland as
a field where glory and power might be won. There
can be little doubt that he was already speculating on
the advantage that the possession of an army might
give him in any difficulty with his rivals or with the
Queen herself. Cecil perfidiously advocated his ap-
pointment to a post which had been the grave of so